FAQs — Autonomous Surface Craft
Last updated September 30, 2026

| understand that this particular opportunity is specifically requesting an
autonomous surface craft. Before ruling it out, | wanted to confirm whether there would be any
value in submitting a solution, or if submissions are strictly limited to surface vessels.

This is limited to surface vessels.

Is it intended that this funding will develop an autonomy capability that can be utilized across
multiple USV platforms? Our USV/UUV hybrid craft requires significant investment to mature
its autonomy. However, a significant proportion of the work would not translate readily to other
vehicles because of the unusual control characteristics of our craft. The work would be
innovative, novel research and development, so the question is around how much breadth of
application the government expects in the work product.

No. The intent is not to develop autonomy.

Would the Government consider a solution that enables single operator control of multiple
ASVs where the proposed solution provides that multi-platform control layer but relies on the
platforms for the autonomous navigation? In other words, could we propose an interoperable,
platform-agnostic capability the enables higher-level C2 by one operator for a multi-platform
mission including waypoints, targets, etc., but does not itself implement the platform-level
navigation?

This is not of interest.

We have an autonomous vehicle that can operate partially submerged, akin in some ways to a
nacro-sub. So, not a conventional USV. Would such a vehicle be considered non-responsive?
The craft is suitable. It is recommended to respond to the project announcement and submit a
solution for consideration.

Is this solicitation strictly intended for COTS solutions? l.e., an existing commercially available
vehicle to be modified under the program.

It is recommended to respond to the project announcement and submit a solution for

consideration.

If we submit, our emphasis will be on the suitability of our autonomous vehicle for very
shallow and cluttered waterways. Is the extent to which a vehicle's attributes are well suited
shallow and inland waterways of high significance? Or, data fusion, navigation, autonomous
decision-making, etc. of greater significance?
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It is recommended to respond to the project announcement and submit a solution for
consideration.

Are there any technical performance requirements for the USV platform - i.e.
endurance/range, payload capacity, environment (ex. sea state), etc.?

No.

Is the objective to develop a routing + navigation capability that can be deployed on multiple
USV platforms (either independently- or third-party-developed), or is this for a single USV
platform with the routing + navigation capability?

No. The objective is to get access to a USV that can ingest routing during the mission.

Are there specific mission sets (ex. logistics, ISR, etc.) that the USV platform is
performing/supporting (and for that mission-set, has required re-routing and navigation
capabilities)?

Logistics is the primary use case, but the craft might be re-routed using autonomous routing

methods.

Under Prototype Project ERDC-2026-138, will the government provide a Government-
Furnished Vessel (GFV) hull/test platform for Phase 3 littoral integration and hydrodynamic
field trials, or should offerors budget for a commercial-off-the-shelf surrogate test craft within
Phase 2/3 milestones?

Entirely COTS hull from the offeror.

If the vendor can achieve all the desired objectives in a shorter time period than 36 months,

can the submission Period of Performance reflect less than the full 36 months?

Yes.
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